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Santini’s First Commission

Near the former Cistercian monastery in Žďár nad Sázavou 
stands the Lower Cemetery, Santini’s first completed work 
in the town. Abbot Vejmluva had it built for the victims of 
a threatened plague. The complex originally had a triangular 
ground plan symbolising the Holy Trinity, but later extensions 
transformed its layout so that it now resembles a skull.
The Basilica, originally the 13th-century convent church 
of the monastery, was later remodelled by Santini. While 
respecting the original Gothic structure, he enriched it with 
new galleries and a refined interplay of light and shadow. 
With a nave exceeding 70 metres in length, it is the second-
longest church in Moravia.

A Star Among Stars

The pilgrimage church at Zelená hora, inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List in 1994, represents the pinnacle 
of Jan Blažej Santini Aichel’s architectural work. This unique 
Baroque Gothic structure, dedicated to St John of Nepomuk, is 
based on a five-pointed star plan, architecturally embodying 
the legend of the saint and the symbolism of the number 
five. Santini masterfully combined dynamic curves with 
a sophisticated use of light that shapes and transforms the 
interior space. Encircled by a cloister in the form of a ten-
pointed star, the church remains a lasting monument to his 
genius, where architecture, geometry, and spiritual symbolism 
merge into an extraordinary experience.

Symbol of Constancy

In the valley of the Oslava River stands a Baroque gem — 
the Pilgrimage Church of the Visitation of the Virgin Mary 
in Obyčtov. The brilliant architect Jan Blažej Santini Aichel, 
who did not live to see the completion of his design, gave the 
church its unique turtle-shaped ground plan, symbolising 
steadfastness in faith and Marian protection. The main nave 
represents the body of the turtle, while the four shallow 
corner chapels represent its legs. The presbytery facing 
east forms the neck, and the western entrance vestibule 
resembles the tail. Consecrated in 1734, the church continues 
to fascinate visitors with its dynamic interplay of light and 
bold geometry.

A Haven for Travellers

One of the most distinctive landmarks of Ostrov nad 
Oslavou is the Baroque coaching inn designed around 
1720 by Jan Blažej Santini Aichel. The building was 
commissioned by Václav Vejmluva, abbot of the Žďár 
Cistercian monastery, whose name (Wenceslaus) is reflected 
in the building’s unique W-shaped ground plan. Featuring 
a prominent mansard roof, the building originally served 
as accommodation for merchants and pilgrims, a horse-
changing station, and a facility supporting the economic 
operations of the monastery. The former inn is a rare and 
exceptionally well-preserved example of Santini’s mastery 
of functional architecture.

A Church Turned Toward the People

The Church of St Peter and St Paul forms the monumental 
backdrop to the square in Bobrová and stands as striking 
proof of Santini’s architectural boldness. Commissioned 
by Abbot Vejmluva, the architect radically reoriented 
the originally medieval church during its reconstruction 
between 1714 and 1722, placing the altar to the west. As 
a result, a powerful, dynamic façade was created, opening 
towards the village and making the building appear larger 
than it truly is. The bright interior, vaulted in the distinctive 
spirit of Baroque Gothic, remains a lasting testament to the 
estate’s greatest cultural and spiritual flourishing under the 
Žďár Cistercians.

A Tribute to the Patron Saint of the Czech Lands

The Church of St Wenceslas in Zvole is a hidden gem of the 
Vysočina region and another masterpiece by Jan Blažej Santini 
Aichel. This Baroque structure from 1713–1717, built on a Greek 
cross plan, captivates visitors not only with its symbolism 
but also with its remarkable interplay of geometry and light. 
The unique vaulting and roof form with its lantern faithfully 
represent the St Wenceslas Crown, through which the architect 
paid tribute to the patron saint of the Czech lands. The façade 
undulates in the characteristic rhythm of dynamic Baroque 
architecture. It is one of Santini’s earliest major commissions 
for the Žďár monastery and a perfect example of the fusion of 
spiritual depth and architectural brilliance. 



SANTINI TRAIL 
in the Koruna Vysočina Region

The Route of Modern Pilgrims
During the summer season, visitors can follow the Santini Trail, 
which combines pilgrimage-style walking with guided tours of 
selected works by this brilliant architect across the region.
With either an individual or combined ticket, you can visit the 
Church of St Wenceslas in Zvole, the Church of St Peter and St 
Paul in Bobrová, the Minor Basilica of the Assumption of the 
Virgin Mary and St Nicholas within the grounds of Žďár Castle, as 
well as the Pilgrimage Church of St John of Nepomuk, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Guided tours of the Lower Cemetery in Žďár 
nad Sázavou are also available on a voluntary admission basis.
And what awaits you along the way? The Church of St Wenceslas in 
Zvole is distinguished by its twin towers and dome crowned with 
the St Wenceslas Crown, while the Baroque-remodelled Church 
of St Peter and St Paul in Bobrová features an unusual reversed 
orientation compared to traditional church layouts. At the edge 
of Bobrová stands a striking red wayside shrine in the shape of 
a crystal. In Obyčtov, visitors can admire the Church of the Visitation 
of the Virgin Mary, designed in the form of a turtle, while in Ostrov 
nad Oslavou Santini is commemorated by a former coaching inn.
The greatest concentration of Santini’s works can be found in 
Žďár nad Sázavou. Here you can explore the Lower Cemetery, 
the Lyra farmstead, the prelature of the former monastery, the 
remarkable interior of the Basilica of the Assumption of the 
Virgin Mary and St Nicholas, the extension of the Church of 
the Holy Trinity, and the unique Pilgrimage Church of St John 
of Nepomuk on Zelená hora, rising above the castle complex. 
The castle itself was once a Cistercian monastery, whose abbot, 
Václav Vejmluva, became the architect’s most important patron.

The Santini Scandal!
Although the brilliant Santini left no architectural works in 
Austria, the ideal design for the Plasy Monastery somehow 
found its way to the Cistercian monastery of Zwettl in Lower 
Austria, where it caused quite a stir. This remarkable story 
takes visitors back to the 1720s in search of the truth behind 
the scandal. Was Santini meant to design buildings in Zwettl? 
Was there an intrigue surrounding new monastic construction? 
And who was really pulling the strings behind the affair? An 
exhibition dedicated to this fascinating topic can be visited at 
Zwettl Abbey in Lower Austria. Current exhibition dates and 
information can be found at www.stift-zwettl.at

Jan Blažej Santini Aichel

An Architect Who Defied the Conventions of His Time

Although the architect Jan Blažej Santini Aichel (1677–1723) 
died at the age of just forty-six and had lived with a physical 
disability from birth—which prevented him from taking 
over his father’s renowned stonemasonry workshop—he 
nevertheless achieved lasting success and recognition in 
architecture.

He also studied painting, and after qualifying as an architect, 
he began designing highly original and timeless buildings 
distinguished by numerical and geometric symbolism, 
technical ingenuity, acoustics, and a sophisticated use of 
light. In just twenty-three years of intensive work, he created 
nearly one hundred realised projects, including monasteries, 
churches, chapels, palaces, farm buildings, and other smaller 
structures.

Santini trail (47 km)Santini cycling route No. 5061 (67 km)

www.santinivysocina.cz


